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Mr. Ross’s Narrative continued. 
Obferved that the far greater Part of every publick Audi* 
ence were fecure, unconcerned and fearjeis ; and therciure 
I preached the Terrers of the Lew in the frongett Terms 
I could, that is to fay, in expre/s Scripture-Torms. 1 feared to 
daub or deal flightly with them; Out told great and {mall 
that they were the Children of the Devil while ie" 
Szate of Unbelief, and that if they continued fo & End, is 
our Lor p’s plainTerms, they would be dam 4: ‘ refolve 
that I would ¢ cry aloud and not fpare, and preach with that 
Serioufnefs and Fervour, as one that knew that m ’ Hi arcis 
muft either be prevailed with, or be damn’d; and that they 
might difcern I wasin good ear rach with them, and really meant 
ep left any fhould afcribe the Es? of th cfe Ser- 
mons meerly unto the Subje@; Ll obferved to my Hearers fre- 
quently, that they had heard all thefe Truths preached to them 
oft with as great Keenneis, without any fuch vilible Effect. I 
can inftance and fhew Sermons 1 have preached many Years 
ago, containing the Terrers of the Lew without knownSuccel., 
and which I have preached now again, in weaker Terms, bi 
fed with great Suecefs; fo that ali mught fee that it is met from 
Man, but the Spirit of the Loan, wiat these is fo great a 
Difference as to Efficacy. 
I looked up and faw what I never faw before, the Fislds 
6h eid; ripe unt darw. ] — the lero of the diar z? 
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commanding me to put in my Sickle and reap: I confidered 
that / had now an Opportunity put in my Hand that was not to 
laft long, the Harveft being the jhorte/? Time of Labour in the whole 

Year. And therefore I refolved to beftir myfelf and attend 
wholly to this very Thing. _ I looked upon my Pu/lpit-Work, 

tho’ great, but a {mall Part of my Tafk. I knew that feveral 

of the awakened were ignorant, that all of them needed parti- © 
cular Direction, Inftruction, and Confolation, under their fharp E 
Conviétions ; and wanted much, under the Conduct of the 
Hoty Spirit, a fpiritual Guide to dire& them to Faith in 
Jesus Curist , to which they were fhut up. I appointed 
therefore, Mondays, Tuefdays, Thurfdays and Fridays, for the 
awakened and {piritually diftrefled to come to me for the *fore- 

faid Purpofes : Which they did affiduoufly and diligently from 
Morning to Night. The /ame Perfons fometimes coming to 

me not only twice which was ordinary ; but oftener in a Week: 

Yea, even upon Saturdays, which I often grudged, but durft 

not fend them away who had come at fome Diftance, without 
converfing with them. At this Time I could not allow myfelt 

to be diverted from this Attendance, by any Vifitants coming 

to my Houfe, Minifters or others. I was alfo greatly affifted 

by fome Minifters and Preachers who ftayed with me for fome 
Time. Particularly at the Beginning of this Work Mr. Young 
Preacher of the Gofpel, who had been much at Cambuflang and 

had great Experience and Skill in dealing with the Dittrets’d, 

was greatly helpful tome. But of all others the Rev. Mr. 
Thomas Gillefpie, Minifter of the Gotpel at Carnock, was moft 
remarkably God’s fent tome. He came tome upon the Adon- 

day before the Lord’s Supper was given in the Congregation,and 

ftayed ten Days. Both of us had as much Work among the ; 
Diftre('d as kept us continually employed from Maorning to * 
Night ; and without him, it would have been impoffible for me # 
to have managed the Work of that Week. Without fuch ‘ 
Dealings with them, humanly fpeaking, many of them muft 

have mifcarried, cr continued much longer under their fpiri- 

tual Diftrefs. It is very true, Gop will devife Means to bring 
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home his Banifhed, as I have feen. But where there are A/;- 4 
nifters, thefe are the outward Means: If People in Diftrets will 4 
not ufe them, they themfelves are to blame, and they cannot 4 
Wi expect 2 defirable Out-gate ; and if we will not apply ourfelves 
iq diligently to the Care of diftrefied Souls willing to make Ulfe of 
Mt us, the Lorn will provide without us, that his own Eleét thal i 
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not mifcarry; but Wo willbetows. Their Blood, as well as 
thofe who fhall mifcarry, will be required at our Hands. 

I was not without Temptations to flacken my Hand ; both 
my own Mind, and others who wifhed me well, faid, Spare 
thy fesf. I was ‘akcaid my Body would not ftand through, and 
others told me I fhould take Care of my Health; but when I 
confidered my natural Temper, that it muft be employed fome 
how, and that I fpent near as much Time in Reading, I thought 
I could fuffer no more by this Appli cation, & had-not fo much 
to fear from it as from any other conftant fedentary Employ- 
ment. But moft of all l wes influenced from the Confideration 
of the Lor p’s Cal] to this Service ; that my Time, Health and 
Life were in his Hand ; that I had dedicated all to his Service 
and Glory ; that he had promifed needful Strength ; that he 


would preferve my Health and Life fo long as he had Ufe for, 


them ; and that it would be highly unreafon: able for me to de- 
fire it longer ; Lrefolved not to fpare my felf. It Lecame fean 
the pleafanteft Work thet ever I was engaged in. I found the 
Dittreis’d profiting under the Means of Grace by the Lorn’s 
Bleffing ; firft coming to hate Sin, and mourn for it out of a 
Regard to Gop, and preffing after an Intereft ip the Lorn 
Jesus Curis. It diverted me to fee Young and O72 carry- 
ing their Bibles with them, and either reading fome Pafage 
that had been of Ufe to them, or looking out and marking fome 
Paflage I recommended to them. e World appeared cf need 
to me; and as I noticed to them, when Icame'to thei: Duors 
to catechife them, once or twice in the Year, the leaft Trifle bin- 
uered their Attendance, but now t: y were glad to come ft oe 
or thrice a Week, and greedy to receive Inftruétion ; and what 
cald Soul would not have rejoiced at fuch a Change, and wel- 
comed them in the Name of the Lorp. ‘Tho’ I was weatied 
when I went to Bed, yet like the labouring Man my Reft was 
fweettome. The Lor D gave me the Sleep of his Beloved, 
and I was frefh by the Morning. And now after labouring fo 
much for near thefe feur Months, and pre aching more t an ct 
any Time for a whole half Year ; I mention it to the Praife cf 
my great Mafter’s Goodnefs, my Body is like thofe of Daniel 
and the three Children, fatter in Flefh than when I began, and 
my bodily Ails no wife increafed. ‘The Way of the Lorp 
hath been my Life and Strength. 
a fhall fubjoin to this Branch a Letter I received from the 
» Mr. Willifon, Minifter of the Gofpel at Dundee, deferv- 
ing “yh Reader’s Perufal. Dusideda 
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Dundze, June 14. 1742. 
R. D.B. Fe 
aa ye to me of the 27th of Afay laft did fill me with 
os Wonder and Joy, and was moft refrefhing to many 
*¢ of the Friends of Curist’s Kingdom to whom I fhewed 
** it. O that we could praife him, and cal] Heaven & Earth 
*© to praife him, for the ComForTER’s Continuance at Cam- iy 
© buflang, and fcr his coming fo many Miles on this Side of 
“© Glafgcw in the fame Way as to Cambuflang, as your Letter | 
© bears: Blefled be his Name for vifiting 0 many Parifses at / 
$° oace, and Kil/th in fuch a wonderful Manner; making 
*¢ your Congregation to mourn together as for an only Son, ’ 
** fo as to find you Work daily from Morning to Night, in 

* dealing with Souls difireffed wich a Senfe of Sin and Mifery, 
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J *¢ while withoutCarist. Bleffed be his glorious Name for 
a «¢ doing fuch wonderful Things for you and your People, and 
ij ¢* for giving you extraordinary Strength and Vigour both in 
a ¢¢ Body and Mind to fit vou for extraordinary Service he is 
1 “¢ calling you to, and to make you delight in it as the mf? plea- 


¢ fant Werk ever yu was engaged ia. 1 defire to praife the 
i} *¢ Lorn for putting fuch high Honour upon you and your 
iif *¢ Brethren in your Country; and alfo to pray as I can fora 
ye “¢ more plentiful Effufion upon you, ’till it arrive to a Fivod 
Z ¢¢ which may overflow the whole Land. Surely we in this 
4 *¢ Part of Scotland need it as muchas any Place] know; Ah! 
*¢ our Ground is very dry, but bleffed be Gop, the Shower 

: $¢ feems to point Northware. We havea great Number of 
et © young People in this Place who have changed their Way, are 
Ht ¢¢ in love with Sermons and joia in Societies for Prayer, for 
| “© religious Conference, repeating Sermons, and Parts of the 
«¢ Bible, and are growing much in Knowledge, Gc. But 

| «¢ alas ; their Convsétions for Sin do not appear to be deep 
if *¢ enough, nor the Work on their Spirits to be fo thorough as 
| ** Tobferved at Cambuflang. Yet I defire to wait and pray and 
| “¢ to be remembered by you and your People at the Mercy- 
€¢ Seat ; and alfo to be thankful for our Day of imail Things. 
*€ Tho’ our Beginnings be but {mall, yet by the divineBlefiing, 
*¢ our latter End may greatly increafe, if we could but believe, 
«© wteftle and pray in Hope. I would fain hope that thefe 


{ *¢ are but Droppings before the Shower, which Gon is defign- 
iH *¢ ing for Scotland,and that the Time to favour hisZion in it is 
a] *¢ near at Hand. Ehyah’s little Cloud is fpreading, and there 
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s¢ ts the Sound of Abundance of Rain. Surcly-after what we 
“< have feen already, we need de/pair of noth ng, Ifa Spirit of 
‘6 Faith and Prayer were A anes out, we might hope the blef- 
«© fed Work would ipread, and go through ‘the breadth and 
«* length of the Land ; which would heal our woful Breaches, 
** and make us glad according to the Days wherein he hath 
«s affli&ted us, and the Years wherein we have feen Evil. 
ss Mr. ------- writes me a very dijliné? Account of the Progre/s 
“s of the Work about him, na mely in the Barony, Bath wel, and 
‘© of fome hopeful Beg: nnings: at Kilmarn ack and Irvine; and 
*¢ alfo promites to fend me the ‘Fournal of that Perfon you fpeak 
** of who hath got Relief by Fa ish m Jes SUS, a5 joon as printed 
** in the Weekly Ht fory, for which | willbe much oblized to 
‘¢ him. I am per fade d the printing fuch Accounts will be mof 
se ufeful and edify: ng to many. J intreat you ta urge Mr. cneee 
© £9 go on in publi ifoing other Cafes of that t Sort. Some Minifters 
‘* here are propofing to keep parochial Thankjgruing Days for 
** the good News you and others are fendi gus. Tam toafiift 
<< at one ¢ Strickmartine, WY cdtne{day next, a neighbouring 
¢¢ Parifh ; furely it isa kindly Way of fupplicating Gon for 
s¢ the! like Blefings. I intreat you | ‘may pray ff poor Dundee, 
$< and our parched Shire of Angus. May the Lorn ftrengthen 
«* you more and more in his Service, and make you go on in it 
*s with great Joy and Succefs. 
“¢ Lam, your B. and Servant in our Lord, 
“ 1. WILLISON. 
«¢ P, §. Obdlige me by writing frequent, and fend the in- 
‘© clofed to Mr. ------ 

After Sermon, thofe who were awakened that Dav, were 
convened in my Barn. Sometimes they were fpoke to all toge- 
ther ejther by mytelf or fome other M: nifter, if any happened 
to be with us; as alfo we prayed withthem. This, as was 
obferyed already, had frequently Effect upon the By-ftanders 
by the Blefling of Gop ; fome being awakened by /eeing the 
Dittrefs’d and bearing the Exhortations given in the Barn. At 
other Times when I could-not attend upon this, & there were 
no other Minifters ; fome of the Eiders were fent to pray and 
fing Pfalms with them. 

They were then brought by the Elders unto me into my 
Chofet one by one, and if there were many, two or three ata 

Time. If they were able to give an Account of theméelves, I 
enquired when they came firtt to be f deeply concerned about 
the 
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the State of their Souls? What was the Occa/ion of it? And 
what they had seard that made the firft Impreffion upon them ? 
After which I gave them fome general Exhortations, and Direc- 
tions, fuitable to their particular Cafe appearing to me, as the 
Lor p was pleafed to help. 

The General Exhortations and Direétions I gave them ; were, 
to be very thankful to Gon, & b/e/s him who had fent his Hot y 
SPIRIT to convince them of Sin, becaufe they believed not 
upon Crist, and to make them fenfible of their loft State, 
that they might be delivered : To entertain @ conffant Fear \ctt 
their Convictions and uneafy Senfe of their Sin and Danger, 
fhould go off without Converjion, and Coming to Curist by 
Faith , feeing this had befallen many, who had been under 
greater and longer Diftrefs than many of them yet were ; And 
that if this happened to them, their Cafe would be worfe, and 
more dangerous than it was before: And therefore they fhould 
take good Heed, that they refift not the Conviétions of the Sp1- 
Rit, but liften to them, and admit them to take Pofleffion of 
their Souls; that they need not be overwhelmed, for how great 
foever their Sins were, if they would repent and believe upon the 
Lorp Jesus Curist, Gop promiled to have Mercy upon 
them, and fave them ; and that they muft not be too impatient 
for Comfort, nor too hafty to catch it; but that they muft ftay 
Gon’s Leifure, and wait upon him patiently in a diligent Ute 
of Means for a good Ifiue. I prayed with them, and fo difmifs’d 
them ; without being more particular with them for the firf? 
Time : Several of them, thro’ the Greatnefs of their Anguith 
n0t being able even to attend to fuch fhort and general Direéti- 
ons. I recommended it to Strangers to apply frequently to their 
own Minifers for Inftruction, and Direction under their fpiri- 
tual Diftrefs ; hoping that there would be no Minifter, who 
would not make them welcome, inftruét and direét them to 
Jesus Curist where-ever they were awakened. I endea- 
vour yet to perfwade myfelf that the Jealoufy fome of the Dif- 
trefs’d entertain of a bad Reception is groundlefs : It were to 
be wifhed that Min:s/fers who hear of any fuch in their Con- 
gregation, would enguire after them, defire them to come to them 
from Time to Time, and hereby convince them that their ‘fealoufies 
are groundle/s, that they compaffionate their Cafe, and are ready tc 
affijt them, under the Pangs of the New-Birth, that they may not 
mifcarry. Nothing fo tender as an afflicted Confcience ; thofe 
who have it muit be tenderly dealt and born with. Let us 
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all who are called to the holy Miniftry often 
Ezek. xxxiv. 4. 

As to the Method of my After-dealing with the Awakened as 
they came to me from Time to Time; this cannot be welt 
narrated without giving an Account of the Progre/s of the Work 
of Conviétion upon ’em ; & therefore I fhall refer it to that Article. 

Ihave kept a Book, wherein from Day to Day | wrote dowa 
whatever was moft material in the Exercifes of the Dittrets’d. 
This may appear an unfupportable Labour at firlk View, oo 
cially where the Number of the Diftrefs’d are fo ma Yet 
I found it to be very eafy ; it faved much Time to me. Aa 
Index kept, bro’t me foon to the Part of the Book, where dic 
Perfon’s Cafe was recorded. I had then‘’a full View of their 
Cafe, as it was when they were firft with me. I faw what Prs- 

gre/s their Convidticns had made ; and knew where I was to be- 
At with them, without examining their Cafe every Time from 
the beginning anew,as Ifhould have been oblig’d to do: Which 
would have taken three or four times more Time than I needed 
to fpend with them: It after all gave a full View of their whole 
Cafe when it came to an Iffue ; and made me mere able to 
judge of it. . 

I have laboured to be very cautizus in pronouncirg Perfors 
to be brought out of a State of Nature into a State of Grace. ! 
have in many Cafes declared to Perfons that the Grounds of 
Eafe and Reft they took up with, were not folid nor good ; 
which frequently had good Effect. And as to others, “Vhat if 
their Exercifes were fuch as they declared them tobe, that hey 
were really the Scripture Qualifications and Experiences of the 
Converted. But of this more in another Article. 

It made all this Labour more pleafant tome that the Lorn, 
even from the firjt Week, bro’t fome every Week vo fatistying Re- 
lief by Faith in the Lorp Jesus. The fir Appearance of 
this filled me with Tears of ‘Foy. It was in a Girlabout Twenty, 
the very fir? Week after the 16th of May. 

An Abfirad of her Cafe is as falloz 

She formerly liv’d, for fome Years, in this Parifh, but at this 
Time, in the Neighbourhood. She was bro’t under fome Con- 
cern firft at Cambuflang by hearing Luk. xi. 21/2. preach’d upon. 
She was afraid the Lor p had pafs’d her by, when fhe faw others 
under fpiritual DiftrefS. She wondered what Conuiétions were, 
when the heard them tpoken of ; and pray ed for them. She 
was further awaken’d to {ee her Sin and Danger at Kilfy jth UpON 
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the 16th of May. She return’d to me the fame Week. I wag 
greatly pleafed with the Progrefs of her Convic?ic pe with her 
Knowledge, and the longing Detires fhe exprefs’d after Jesus 
Curist. I faid to her fitting by me, eilay to accept cf the 
Lorp Jesus Curist, beftir yourfelf, rife yp at his Call, and 
invite him to enter into yourSou! ; ; wutions t intending,or mean- 
ing what fhe did. She arofe with great Compofure, flood and 
pray’d in a Seripture Stile, & with {uch Conneétion, as noPer- 
fon of a publick Charater, needed to have been afhamed to 
have pray’d fo before the niceft Audience. I could difcern as 
much of the Spirit of Grace and Adoption in it as any Prayer I 
everheard. I could not recover it afte meneds ; ; but refolved that 
I would defire her to pray the next Time the returned. For I 
look’d upon her as having receiv’d the Spirit of Faith, tho’ fle 
continued difconfolate. Next Week fhe return’d; aid I caufed 
her to pray, after I had converfed & praved with her. She did it 
in a Scripture Stile,with Connection, & creat Earneftnefs ; ac- 
knowledging Sin Original & Actual ; her utterWant of Righ- 
teoulnefs, and the Wonderfulnefs of Gop’s Patience towards 
her ; fhe prayed for Mercy, to be drawn to Jesus CuRist, 
and that fhe micht be cloath’d with his white Raiment ; that 
he would {peak a Word in Seafon to her weary heavy laden and 
burthen’d Soul; and that he would give her to coime to him, 
who faith, Come to me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I 
wil give you Ref? , that Satan might have no Intereft in her ; ; and 
that the Lorp would do for her above all fhe could afk, think 
or crave; giving Glory to him who /rveth and reigneth for ever. 
Sometimes in her Addrefs fhe faid, fweet Jesus. She firft came 
to fenfible ae the next eek, in hearing a Sermon I preach’d 
from ‘John xvi. 10. In her return Home by herfelf thefe Words 
were ftrong! wed d upon her, ** My Heart is fixed sO Gon, 
«« my He art ‘al xed ; I will fi ing & give Pvaife.”’ She fell down 
upon her Knees, her Heart being filled with Joy inthe Lorn, 
and her Mouth with his Praiie. She faid that AZay 1624, when 
fhe was under her greateit Diltrefs, the laft Verfes of the xl. cf 
T/ai. came toher Remembrance. They tbat wait upon the Lord 
fo nll rene: w their Strength ; They joall mount up with Wings a: 
Eagles, they fhall rin: and not be weary, et em &F not faint. 
This gave her fome § Supp ort and _ ncouragement to Wait upon 
the Lorn. (To be continued.) 
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